Vedic features and requirements of harmonious living to be introduced through education

Beware confining yourself to a particular conception and denying all else, for much good would elude you. Indeed, the knowledge of reality would elude you. Be in yourself a substance for all forms, for God is too vast and tremendous to be restricted to one form of belief rather than another."
Shaykh al-Akbar Ibn al-Arabi, "Fusus al-Hikam"
"If you don't like change,
you're going to like irrelevance even less."
Killing out of animosity and killing for Dharma
Notes
In the last 100 years, new international boundaries have been drawn, many communities artificially divided, nations fragmented and societies fractured. The seething rage, the constantly erupting civil wars and neocolonial wars and intrusions in the internal affairs of sovereign nations have created so much animosity and the possibility of harmonious existence is not even a distant rainbow. The day dawns with the disturbing news from near and far. Any amount of meditation and tranquility is gone within minutes after the brief yoga routine. This is a dimension which has raised its dragon head since the thirties of the last century. What does it mean for the Hindus?
Civilizational elements of society- destroyed and forgotten

Carl Sagan
Hindus knew all the scientific discoveries made now (1700-2000) and plus some.

Points- pole star, Saravan ‘s basket, 15000 years to this point in evolution, Brahma’s night, that which is there today will disappear someday, Kaala and Mahakaala

What happened to Alexandria- scientists mourn the loss- what happens to the disappearance of the achievements and civilizational heights for chunks of time? Self destruction- some will always keep destroying instead of building on.

Cosmos is the opposite of chaos. Cosmos has intelligence- Shankarcharya ‘asti bhati priyam’- Yatha pinde tatha Brahmande. We are a miniature of the cosmos. Inter- relationship between parts of an integrated whole.

Halfway through the journey on earth- 7th Manvantra, the journey will end someday
Process and reality- Europe marveled while Hindus understood and Buddhist, Jains and Hindus practiced that which is now known as introspection.
Within us is a little universe

Our earth is heaven in comparison all the other planets in our solar system are hells. If we destroy our earth intentionally or inadvertently, we have no other habitat. Genocide is a part of the artificial selection of components of society to make up a homogeneous group. Evolution is also a process of survival of the fittest and so is religious bigotry unleashing retrograde forces on those civilizations which are moving forward based on learning from the past. Humans have a great capacity for self destruction. Hindu view of the creative force is more than a god of punishment. Fear is not what the basis of any of the four purusharaths is. It is the desire to be one with the Cosmos- following Dharma.

Hindus view of nature- 4 billion years old is the tree of life (more than half of the kalpa). Humans are just a fraction of total number the branches and an infinitesimal part of the total living species. Yet humans have taken over the tree itself and gradually encroaching on the habitat and space of other species, at the same time creating hostile environment for these species of which many are therefore extinct and many others are endangered.  The planet and its resources do not belong to just one generation. Conquest of nature vs. nature worship- story of the first Indian lady on Mount Everest!
Recording evidence vs. erasing evidence

Suppression of uncomfortable facts of history- destruction of one testament after another 

Hindu scriptures are revered- all learning is, so we have not one book but all the other earlier books serving as the ever-growing building blocks of philosophic thought. This new one is as new as the last time its preface was changed perhaps a few scores years. In any case the major changes were made about 400 years back.
Loving all living things creates inner harmony
Hindus respect and offer prayers to the mountain peaks. Each important peak has a name; such as Girija, Parvati, Sagarmaata, Nanda Devi, Vaishno Devi and Jawalamukhi. 

Bachendri Pal was the first Indian woman to reach the peak of Mount Everest. When she reached Sagarmata (renamed by the west as Mt. Everest), she didn't put her foot on the peak first but offered vermillion and the sacred red thread as her mark of respect for Mother Nature and then put the Tricolor (Indian Flag) over there. We never say "conquered the peak.” We scale newer heights with humility. A culture that feeds the ants, offers milk to serpents and worships trees and stones finds god manifested in every creation: Wind, Himalayas, Ocean and Banyan tree, Mount Kailas (Meru), Ganga and the cows.
Hinduism is responsible for sustaining democracy in India

By Mani Shankar
The Deccan Chronicle
August 16, 2009

The beauty of being a Hindu lies in your freedom to be who you want to be. Nobody can tell you what to do, or what not to do. There is no central authority, no single leader of the faith. No one can pass an order to excommunicate you, or like in some countries, pass a decree that orders your death by stoning for walking with a strange man.

We don't appreciate our freedom because we can't feel the plight of others who aren't free. Many religions have a central authority with awesome power over the individual. They have a clear chain of command, from the lowliest local priest to the highest central leader. Hinduism somehow escaped from such central authority, and the Hindu has miraculously managed to hold on to his freedom through the ages. How did this happen?

Vedanta is the answer. When the writers of Vedanta emerged, around 1500 BCE, they faced an organised religion of orthodox Hinduism. This was the post Vedic age, where ritualism was practiced, and the masses had no choice but to follow. It was a coercive atmosphere.

The writers of Vedanta rebelled against this authority and moved away from society into forests. This was how the 'Aranyakas' were written, literally meaning 'writings from the forest'. These later paved the way for the Upanishads, and Vedanta eventually caught the imagination of the masses. It emerged triumphant, bearing with it the clear voice of personal freedom.

This democracy of religious thought, so intrinsic to Vedantic intelligence, sank into the mindset of every Indian. Most couldn't fathom the deep wisdom it contained, but this much was very clear. They understood that faith was an expression of personal freedom, and one could believe at will.

That's why Hinduism saw an explosion of Gods. There was a God for every need and every creed. If you wanted to build your muscles, you worshiped a God with fabulous muscles. If you wanted to pursue education, there was a Goddess of Learning. If it was wealth you were looking for, then you looked up to the Goddess of wealth -- with gold coins coming out of her hands.

If you wanted to live happily as a family, you worshiped Gods who specially blessed families. When you grew old and faced oncoming death, you spent time in contemplating a God whose business it was to dissolve everything -- from an individual to the entire Universe.

Everywhere, divinity appeared in the manner and form you wanted it to appear, and when its use was over, you quietly discarded that form of divinity and looked at new forms of the divine that was currently of use to you. 'Yad Bhavam, tad Bhavati'... what you choose to believe becomes your personal truth, and freedom to believe is always more important than belief itself.

Behind all this -- was the silent Vedantic wisdom that Gods are but figments of human imagination. As the Kena Upanishad says, "Brahma ha devebhyo vijigye..." -- All Gods are mere subjects of the Self. It implies that it is far better that God serves Man than Men serve God. Because Men never really serve God -- they only obey the dictates of a religious head who speaks for that God, who can turn them into slaves in God's name.

Hindus have therefore never tried to convert anyone. Never waged war in the name of religion. The average Hindu happily makes Gods serve him as per his needs. He discards Gods when he has no use for them. And new Gods emerge all the time -- in response to market needs. In this tumult, no central authority could survive. No single prophet could emerge and hold sway, no chain of command could be established.

Vedanta had injected an organised chaos into Hinduism, and that's the way it has been from the last thirty five centuries. Vedanta is also responsible, by default, for sustaining democracy. When the British left India, it was assumed that the nation would soon break up. Nothing of that kind has happened.

The pundits of doom forgot that the Indian had been used to religious freedom from thousands of years. When he got political freedom, he grabbed it naturally. After all, when you can discard Gods why can't you discard leaders?

Leaders like Gods are completely expendable to the Indian mindset. They are tolerated as long as they serve the people, and are replaced when needs change. It's the triumph of people over their leaders, and in this tumult, no dictator can ever take over and rule us. Strange how the thoughts of a few men living in forests, thirty five centuries ago, can echo inside the heart of every Indian. That's a tribute to the resurgent power of India, and the fearlessness of its free thinking people.

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/blogs/hinduism-responsible-sustaining-democracy-india-919 



Hinduism does have concerns pertaining to Christianity when one considers that armed Christian militias are running around in tribal areas
Features and requirements of harmonious living

The new lenses and new lexicon of words 

Shaping of a social personality

The world of conflict
The inner world of conflict

Pressure to be like others- others are the majority elements

Being a convict and reluctance to reveal identity

The most uncomfortable years- seeking validation
Percolation of damaging information at a pace faster than the light

The media and the adverse propaganda- example of demonizing and negative the key elements of basic beliefs of Hinduism,

Awareness and developing strategies

Will our next generation be Christians or Muslims?

Speaking on behalf of Dharma and civilization

Our forums and their accessibility- can we undo the damage done by hostile media? Can we circumvent the educational system and teach our children what we have to teach.
Hindus need to learn how to place others on the defensive. What are the strategies for that? 
At what age should Hindu students be acutely aware of their identity and be proud of it. Global Mission (planting mission in India) is already a PhD. Level course in some of the universities. Reading primary sources of Christianity and Islam is essential to draw comparisons. This is not a tit for tat approach; it is to make a level playing field for understanding where we want our children to go and where others have vowed to prevent us from going. Inherent contradictions in our own approach need to be dealt with.

Since I am teaching students of all ages and in various schools (Catholics and public), I have a broader vision of the issues and the initiatives that we need to take and as yet have failed to take.

The thrust of the presentation is solution oriented. 

Moral, legal , ethical norms, insistence on Sanyam as the underpinning of human behavior and Mariyada as the guideline for shaping social personality, Sanyama and Mariyada are partly deshakaala nimit but mostly these are an integral part of Sanatana dharma. If these norms were globally accepted and practiced, our children would have had no problem. But these are not so how do we create home based teaching guide or a temple wide strategy to provide them with the norms but also prepare them for survival in hostile environment and oppressed by inimical governments. Are these norms relevant and to what extent. How to be comfortable with one’s innate being as Hindus, how to protect that identity and how assert their adherence to the oldest spiritual tradition of the world.
Restating the ancient ideas and aspirations in modern day language will help. The paper gives several such techniques where the non Hindus can be brought into comfortable zone of acceptance, respect and willingness for peaceful coexistence with Hindus. How practical and nonthreatening these techniques are will determine if our next generation will be allowed to live at all- let alone harmoniously.
This paper will focus on the need for understanding the dilemma that our school going children face while living in societies riveted by religious aggression and Hindu emphasis on the cultivation of inner harmony and Yogic discipline. It will also discuss the development of those techniques which are crucial for the preservation of that environment which can help shape yogic social personality in the face of dangerous postures of aggressive religions. In the last two decades there major socio-political changes have occurred which have deeply impacted the educational system and the knowledge/information channels. These developments have  
These changes are globalization and neocolonialism, the electronic networks and the increase in overt attacks on the culture and beliefs of the vulnerable minorities. These developments have posed challenges to moral and ethical norms enshrined in Dharma. How far are the insistence on Sanyam as the underpinning of human behavior and Mariyada as the guideline for shaping social personality relevant in a world so badly entrenched in offensive and defensive wars? How to be comfortable with one’s innate being as Hindus, how to protect that identity and how assert their adherence to the oldest spiritual tradition of the world.

Restating the ancient ideas and aspirations in modern day language will help. The paper gives several such techniques whereby the non Hindus can be brought into the comfortable zone of acceptance, respect and willingness for peaceful coexistence with Hindus. At the same time, followers of Indic Dharmas can not only cultivate inner peace and harmony but who actively try to project the same in societies and cultures which are in pursuit of world domination. How pragmatic, cohesive and nonthreatening these techniques are will determine if our next generation will be allowed to live at all- let alone harmoniously.
the political institutions have responded by changing the lexicon of key words/phrases and thus undermining the threats. Much has been written, discussed and debated by political scientists and the scholars of assorted disciplines.
None of these scholarly debates discuss the future of the followers of those faith traditions whose quest is not only to cultivate inner peace and harmony but who actively try to project that inner harmony in societies and cultures which are in pursuit of world domination.

Hindu and Buddhist parents have left their children to deal with the pressures created by inherent contradiction in convictions and the denial of a platform for the expression of these convictions. 
Warped canvas and oblique lenses
Inconvenient things like facts
Deconstructing faiths

 Secondary status in a country where religious freedom is ensured in the first amendment and was neither questioned nor modified through legislative or judicial action in subsequent two centuries.

Patrick McCullum:

I originally sued on behalf of myself and Pagan inmates as their chaplain, but about a year later several inmates joined the lawsuit. Together, we claimed that it is unconstitutional for the state to deny the Pagan inmates their religious rights, their religious materials, and their religious services. 
During the course of the case, the CDCR, [California Department of Corrections] other related defendants, and the Assistant Attorneys General who represents them have argued before the court that Pagans are not deserving of equal civil rights as are provided adherents of the preferred faiths. In one of their first arguments to the court, the defendants said that certain “traditional” faiths are first tier faiths and that those faiths were meant to have equal rights and protections under the United States Constitution, but that all of the other faiths, for example, Hindus, Pagans, Buddhists, Sikhs, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Jains, are second tier faiths deserving of lesser rights, and therefore are not meant to have the same equal rights and protections under the United States Constitution as the first tier faiths.
Now, in an amicus brief filed in the Ninth Circuit of the U.S. Court of Appeals in support of the CDCR and the other defendants, an organization called Wall Builders, Inc, which is represented by the National Legal Foundation, has argued that Christianity is the only religion that should be protected under the Constitution or at the very most other monotheistic religions might also be included. They also argue that the term religion only applies to Christianity or monotheistic faiths, and that anyone else, including the Pagans, are not really a religion for the purpose of Constitutional protections.
Recent court cases have found Pagans and other members of minority faiths–Buddhists, Sikhs, Hindus, Jains, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Seventh Day Adventists, and others–do in fact have First Amendment protection to practice their faiths.

Civilizational elements of society

History written in stone

Hindus seek unity with nature, with the Supreme Being and more than anything with their own innate nature to improve their Karmas. To transcend material reality, Hindus try various methods and techniques, meditation and yogic discipline- two among many such techniques. Hindus also see the Absolute as well as the Creative phenomena not through a particular lens but rather through a prism. Many shades emerge of the same truth and many shades change on scrutiny and yet the prism alone is the same. 
Vedic Features and Requirements for Harmonious Living 
New Strategies and Educational Initiatives

By

Kamlesh Kapur

This paper focuses on three issues dealt in three parts. The first part discusses Hindu view of the self and the global family. It also highlights Hindu quest for self improvement, their beliefs in peace and coexistence, protection of the environment and alignment of the inner and outer reality. It will also focus on some of the most sublime aspirations of mankind, how these aspirations and ideas enshrined in the resplendent Vedic literature help us in self realization and in maintaining spiritual connections. It also emphasizes proper understanding of Vedic philosophy and the appropriate time frame for imparting that understanding to the young students.
The second part deals with issues which arise because of the outer reality being at variance with the normal state of Atman seeking bliss and harmony. Many of these issues are complex and emanate from the aggressive postures, overtures and genocide by the radical groups in religions which are frozen in time and space; the time frame being 0 A.D. to 7th century A.D. and place being the deserts of the Middle East. Historically, the political- economic mechanisms and the powerful vested interests have unceasingly tried to destroy that which is timeless. 
The third part suggests strategies to create educational environment to overcome the difficulties and meet the challenges to our inner peace, our right to freedom to seek and create that peace and how not to yield to pressures destabilizing that inner state of peace and bliss.

Hopefully, this solution oriented approach will help develop a positive Hindu identity for our next generation and enable them to defend their own inner sanctuary- the temple with nine doors.

Though the appropriate term should be the Vedic views; in this paper the word Hindu is used for two reasons. Firstly, majority of the Hindus are unaware of their Vedic past; secondly, Vedic origins lie in a very remote past. In the last two millennia, the followers of the Vedic traditions are referred to as Hindus as targets for attacks, for demonization and for other sundry objectives. 
What is Hindu view of the self and how do Hindus seek to improve that self? 
Hindus believe that all life goes through cycles of creation, growth, decay and transformation ultimately evolving into a new life form- better or worse. On a continuum, these cycles of change are subjected to the laws of causation and the laws of evolution. All matter being indestructible, it only changes forms at the time of death. Atman too changes its abode. This continuous cosmic play comes to an end at the end of the Kalpa (Mahakaala). Hindus tailor their Karmas keeping in view both the Kaala and the Mahakaala. This journey, this quest is known as the path of self realization. Each journey has its own pace and its own pitfalls. Hindu faith is centered on the individual and is non congregational.
What is this self? The self according to Srimad Bhagvad Gita
 is composed of eight material energies of the Supreme Being. These energies are the five elements- space, air, fire, water and Prithivi as well as mind, intelligence and ego. The self has three components- the material (Sthula) body, the subtle (suksham) body and the causative (Karnam) body. The Atman goes through three stages- the awakened state, the dream state and the deep sleep.
Within us is a little universe. The famous saying, ‘Yatha pinde, tatha Brahmande’ emphasizes the fact that as is microcosm so is the macrocosm. Thus, creating peace within is creating peaceful order in the world.
Hindus seek unity with nature, with the Supreme Being and more than anything else with their own innate nature to improve their Karmas. One of the important beliefs is 'Yad Bhavam, tad Bhavati', what you choose to wish and perceive becomes your personal reality. Though the freedom to create your own inner reality is important, equally important is the outer reality (social-political environment) which creates waves of turbulence. The domino effect of the terrorist attacks and global missions of conversions have succeeded in creating waves of negative vibrations such as fear and suffocation. 
To transcend the adverse material reality, Hindus try various methods and techniques, meditation and yogic discipline are the two among many such techniques. The success of these techniques depends on the following:
· Turning inwards to evaluate our own needs and define our goals
· Dealing with the turmoil in mind and the fight for supremacy between our own vikaaras
 

· Practicing self abnegation necessary prerequisite for Self realization,

·  Hindu emphasis on the cultivation of inner harmony through practice, observances of austerities and the Yogic discipline
· How does it help change our behavior and how does it shape social personality?
· What do we expect from our children?
For most part, we expect our children to remain Hindus. Not many have any idea when translated into action, convictions and practices, what exactly does that mean and how if at all it impacts the inner journey of the self. During my visit to India in 2007, I tried to get a sense of what do Hindus in India think of what it means to be Hindus. From Uttaranchal to Karnataka, I asked the question of what it means to be Hindu.
 The answers were interesting. It meant that their parents were Hindus. It meant that they celebrated Hindu festivals and often observed fasts on auspicious days. Some said they prayed to God though not on a daily basis. They were also expected to marry a Hindu. When asked pointed questions such as what is the name of God (that you use), what the name of your holy book is and what is your basic belief, there were no answers. Almost all of these youngsters knew the words Sanyam
 and Mariyada
. They all believed that Shanti within and Shanti everywhere was important to them.
The most important requirement of harmonious living is cultivating Sanyam (self control and austerity) as the underpinning of human behavior. It is not an easy task. When Arjun asked Shri Krishna that mind wanders away like clouds, Shri Krishna agreed that undoubtedly, it does.
  The second important requirement is developing parameters of social behavior. The latter is referred to as Mariyada (rectitude or ethical basis of social behavior).
From the Vedic texts to the writing of the Dharma Shastras and the wisdom literature, there has been a consistent emphasis on the moral, legal and ethical norms. Along with the Dharma Das Lakshnam,
 Hindus made Sanyam (as the underpinning of human behavior) and Mariyada (as the guideline for shaping social personality) an integral part of educational system. These features were considered to be fundamental to the inner harmony and ensuring harmonious living within the family unit and the society at large. Sanyam and Mariyada are partly desha-kaala nimit (bound by time and place- relative to circumstances) but mostly these are an integral part of Sanatana dharma. If these norms were globally accepted and practiced, our children would have had no problem. But these are not, so how do we create home based teaching guide or a temple wide strategy to provide them with the norms but also prepare them for survival in hostile environment and oppressed by inimical governments. Are these norms relevant and to what extent? How to be comfortable with one’s innate being as Hindus, how to protect that identity and how to assert their rights and freedoms necessary for adherence to the oldest spiritual tradition of the world?
Aspirations, goals and expectations
1. Ensuring the wellbeing of all and praying for the same 
In Hindu prayers, the most often used words are Sarve (all), Shanti (peace), samarapayami (surrender to the Supreme Being). All three aspirations are basic to inner harmony and harmony in the society.

2. Freedom to see the nature and its vast energies, the Supreme Being and the creation in its myriad forms. Tolerating and accommodating all diverse views on dharma as part of perceiving the infinite in infinite ways 
Hindus see the Absolute as well as the Creative phenomena not through a particular lens but rather through a prism. Of the same truth, many shades emerge and many shades change on scrutiny and yet the prism alone remains the same. What happens when we throw away the prism and see the outer reality in the image of our inner reality colored only by our own perceptions, Sanskaras and cognitive ability, historical experience or emotional experiences, our needs and greed?

A Muslim scholar has put it aptly, “Beware confining yourself to a particular conception and denying all else, for much good would elude you. Indeed, the knowledge of reality would elude you. Be in yourself a substance for all forms, for God is too vast and tremendous to be restricted to one form of belief rather than another."

The first verse of Ishopanishad sums up the limitless energies of the Supreme Being which energize this world among many other worlds, it also reminds us that in order to have bliss and inner peace, we do not covet others’ wealth and accept only that which is earmarked for us.

Ishavasyam idam sarvam, yatkinc jagatyam jagat,

Ten tayakten bhunjithah, ma gridah, kasay swid dhanam!

The ultimate goal is peaceful life for at least hundred years. The next verse from Ishopanishad makes it very clear:
Kurvanneveh karmaani, jijivichheishatam smah
Evamtavai nanyotiasti na karmalipyte nare
Meaning- if one acts according to this (referring to not being greedy and not be envious of others’ wealth in the first verse), one can desire to live for a hundred years. One will be free from the bondage of karmas; (beside this) there is no other right path.
3. Respect for other people’s beliefs and mode of worship.
4. Showing reverence and devotion for the nature.

5. Respecting all life as sacred.

6. Considering the world as one family- the following often quoted verse clearly states how Hindus view diverse people living in this world:
“Ayam nijeh proveti laghu chetsaam; udar charita namuit Vasudhaiva

kutumbkam”. 
Meaning: this is mine and that is his, is the contention of the petty minded, a magnanimous person treats the whole world as one family.
Another verse from Yajur Veda sums it up beautifully:


Yasminnrcah sama-yajunsi yasmin-pratisthita rathanabhavivarah
Yasminscittam sarvamotam prajanam tanme manah sivasamkalpamastu.
 
 
Meaning: In that mind converges the hymns (of Rig-Veda), lyrics (of Sama Veda) and prose (of Yajurveda) as do the spokes of a wheel into its axle. The all-pervading, omnipresent God inspires it in the intellect of a noble soul. May my mind (of such immense attributes) harbor benevolent thoughts.
7. Seeking God within and meditating on it with Yogic discipline ensures inner tranquility. The Divine is within us and yet far away. It is very succinctly explained in verse 5 of Ishopanishad and Srimad Bhagvad Gita
Tadejati,tannaiejati, tad doore, tad antike,

Tad anterasya sarvaseya, tadsarvasyasya bhahytah!

Meaning: That (Supreme Being) moves, does not move, It is far way, and yet very near to us, It is in the heart of everyone and yet is outside of us all.

The following verse from Srimad Bhagvad Gita emphasizes the same thus:



Bahiranascha bhootaanaamacharam charamevacha,

Sukshamatwaat tadavijneyam doorastham chaantike cha tat!

Meaning: That (the Supreme Being) exists inside and outside of all living things- moving and nonmoving. Being subtle, It is considered as unknowable. It is near to all and yet is far away.’
The above is a short list from the plethora of aspirations and expectations enshrined in the Vedic hymns and prayers found in the post Vedic literature. How do these aspirations create a harmonious living? These seven goals are Hindu Fundamentals of action. These also contain the foundations of modern day slogans of international peace, global humanism, environmentalism and peaceful coexistence.

The question arises why have these formulas failed to create harmonious societies? 

One basic flaw is that religions have fragmented humanity on the given name of God and have further created fear and conflict by developing schism in the concept of divinity itself by referring to it as my god vs. your god. Hindu may see the Divine in many ways and may choose to pray to any of its endless energies, they also are aware that the ultimate Truth is one. It is evident from the following quote:
“Aakashat patitam toyam, yatha gachhati sagaram,

Sarva Deva namaskaarah, Keshvam prati gachhati”

The water that falls from the sky goes to the ocean, (same way) prayer to all the Devas goes to Keshav Himself.

Give free play to our bodies;

Give wide space for our homes;

Give full scope to our lives.

Thus, a Hindu seeks space, width and release from anguish and conflict; together these are termed as Moksha. His aspiration and the quest is personal yet Hindus realize that if others do not have similar aspirations then their inner peace is destroyed because the inner self is unaligned with the negative forces
 outside. We pray that all people should do well and be at peace. The following prayer emphasizes the desire for the well being of us all:
 
Om Sa ha navavatu, sa ha nau bhunaktu, Sa ha viryam karavavahai, 

tejasvinavadhitamastu, Ma vidvisavahai,  Om shanti, shanti, shantih
Meaning: Om. May Brahman protect us both! May Brahman nourish us both! May we together have the energy to acquire knowledge! May our study be brilliant! May we cherish no ill will or feelings toward each other!
Om. Peace! Peace! Peace!

Hinduism lays down the ultimate goals of life thus:

· The most desired state of mind—Shanti (peace) and contentment

· The most desired reaction—equanimity

· The most desired educational end—integral humanism

· The most desired goal of life—liberation from conflict.

· The most desired social behavior—Mariyada, meaning rectitude.

The world of conflict- Our outer reality
Our Universe our precious planet

"The controls of life are structured 
as forms and nuclear arrangements, 
in a relation with the motions of the 
universe." Louis Pasteur

Motions of the universe are known as Rita- the cosmic law and that which goes with its flow is known as Dharma. Louis Pasteur has worded Dharma as, ‘The controls of life structured as forms and nuclear arrangements...” Hindus view this variance between Dharma and the cosmic law as inimical to inner peace causing conflict in socio-political order. Peace loving people are trapped in helpless state often of delusion and the impairment of conscience.

Ishopnishad verse 3 clearly states what happens to such people:


Asurya naam te loka, andhen tamasaavrtah,


Tamaste pretyabhigachhanti, ye ke chatmahano janah!
Meaning- There are dark places, where there is blinding darkness engulfed in ignorance, people who lose their conscience (Dharma) run there like ghosts.

All through history, the ideological conflict has almost always resulted in genocide and other crimes against humanity in general and peaceful religions in particular. With all the rhetoric about freedom of religion etc, persecution has not stopped. We still live in the world of warped canvas and oblique lenses. In spite of lofty ideals mentioned in the international charters, truth and facts about other beliefs is considered as inconvenient things to be ignored.

Here is a case in point:
Deconstructing faiths

Secondary status in a country where religious freedom is ensured in the first amendment and was neither questioned nor modified through legislative or judicial action in subsequent two centuries.

Patrick McCullum sued the California Department of Corrections. He states the case and gives the following reasons:

“I originally sued on behalf of myself and Pagan inmates as their chaplain, but about a year later several inmates joined the lawsuit. Together, we claimed that it is unconstitutional for the state to deny the Pagan inmates their religious rights, their religious materials, and their religious services. 

During the course of the case, the CDCR, [California Department of Corrections] other related defendants, and the Assistant Attorneys General who represents them have argued before the court that Pagans are not deserving of equal civil rights as are provided adherents of the preferred faiths. In one of their first arguments to the court, the defendants said that certain “traditional” faiths are first tier faiths and that those faiths were meant to have equal rights and protections under the United States Constitution, but that all of the other faiths, for example, Hindus, Pagans, Buddhists, Sikhs, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Jains, are second tier faiths deserving of lesser rights, and therefore are not meant to have the same equal rights and protections under the United States Constitution as the first tier faiths.

Now, in an amicus brief filed in the Ninth Circuit of the U.S. Court of Appeals in support of the CDCR and the other defendants, an organization called Wall Builders, Inc, which is represented by the National Legal Foundation, has argued that Christianity is the only religion that should be protected under the Constitution or at the very most other monotheistic religions might also be included. They also argue that the term religion only applies to Christianity or monotheistic faiths, and that anyone else, including the Pagans, are not really a religion for the purpose of Constitutional protections.

Recent court cases have found Pagans and other members of minority faiths–Buddhists, Sikhs, Hindus, Jains, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Seventh Day Adventists, and others–do in fact have First Amendment protection to practice their faiths.”
Our concern as Vedic Hindus:
· This world has not been a Dharmakshetra for the last two millennia. Religion has been used for the acquisition of glory, power and land. During this time span, Hindus have neither understood the nature of these religions nor tried to evaluate their intentions and agendas. One can only protect oneself when one knows the nature of the attack and the methods of the attack. 

Will we be able to protect our environment with which we seek unity? Hindus worship manifestations of all energies of nature. Hindus respect and offer prayers to the mountain peaks. For example, many important peaks have names such as, Girija, Parvati, Sagarmaata (renamed by the west as Mt. Everest), Nanda Devi, Vaishno Devi and Jawalamukhi. 

Bachendri Pal was the first Indian woman to reach the peak of Mount Everest. As she reached Sagarmata, she offered vermillion and the sacred red thread as her mark of respect for Mother Nature and then stepped on the peak. Hindus rarely say "conquered the peak or mastered the nature.” Hindus revere nature as Devas. They scale newer heights with humility. A culture that feeds the ants, offers milk to serpents and worships trees and stones finds God manifested in every creation- wind, the Himalayas, the cloud system, the oceans, the banyan tree, Mount Kailas, Ganga and the cows. Do the followers of other faith traditions share the same attitudes?
· That Hindu Dharma being the third largest religion is accorded proper respect and space in the educational systems.

· That our next generations are not duped into false propaganda to leave the path of Dharma and they may receive the same respect and space to pursue their Dharma as they have for centuries accorded to all who came to the Indian subcontinent whether as invaders, missionaries or as seekers of refuge from religious persecution.
· Will they continue to be persecuted in their own country?
· How will our children carrying the noblest of attitudes and aspirations fare in a conflict ridden world?
Here are a few excerpts from a poem written in anguish over the continual oppression of Hindus in the land of Hindustan:

‘A poem about Hatred and slander of Hindu Dharma

“Does my religion Sanathana Dharma deserve it?
We treated all who came to our home in par with us.
Is it the meaning of intolerance?
We welcomed them when came as refugees.
Is it the meaning of primitiveness?
We shared our home with them when they didn't have any.
Is it the meaning of fundamentalism?
But later they came back with swords or guns or to convert us,
So as to teach us secularism, tolerance and civilization!
Oh my Mother,

We survived for five millenniums or more!
Would we last just another century or even a decade?
Does my teenage son have to complete his life as a Muslim or a Christian?
I do not have any answer, my Mother; I do not have any answer!

Oh my Mother,

Our swelling frustration, rising loneliness, incessant helplessness,
That we were carrying for thousand years without uttering a word,
Not bearable any more, they are on a short fuse, close to their Big Bang
The pain, the fury that was dormant for centuries is now to erupt,
Do something urgently Mother, to avoid the catastrophe that may follow.”
In nutshell, this is the basis of inner conflict of Hindus and this as well is the bloody outer reality for them.
History is a great teacher. We have witnessed how the civilizational elements of Indian society were destroyed and forgotten.
What happened to Alexandria, Nalanda, Takshshila and many other universities and libraries destroyed in religious frenzy? Today the scientists mourn the loss of these libraries which had countless original manuscripts - what happens to the disappearance of the achievements and civilizational heights for chunks of time? Human species has the unique capacity for self destruction- some will always keep destroying instead of building on.

Right from the Vedic age, Hindus sages understood that our planet is not the lone planet in the Brahmanda (Cosmos). Brahmanda has balance and order. Cosmos is the opposite of chaos. Cosmos has intelligence, as the great sage Shankaracharya described it in these words, ‘asti bhati priyam’ which means the cosmos and the creation exist, has awareness and are attractive. We are a miniature of the cosmos. There is an interrelationship between various parts of the integrated whole. When one part develops gangrene, the whole is affected.
The bridges of understanding are not built with data and demonstrable theories and definitely not through research papers; such attempts need sensitivity and sympathy, especially on the part of those who hold greater political power.

We are in the 7th Manvantra, it is halfway through the journey of life on earth. Will the journey end abruptly? These questions are danger signals for Hindus and require serious thinking about having political forums and network for channelization of Hindu view on preservation of the inner harmony in a harmonious world.
Strategies and educational initiatives

1. Building defenses for continuance of our spirituality, our values and our heritage
Teaching Hindu youth about the myths and fault lines in other religions is crucial to dodge the attacks. Many people have dubbed this approach as a ‘tit for tat approach’. This approach is also considered Adharmic. I consider it crucial to the very existence of Hindu as a Dharma. Not knowing the global perspective will only render us as the victims of propaganda and conversions. Knowing the history and political underpinnings of other major religions is a part of the study of Comparative religions. Not knowing and not building comparisons will amount to Tamas- ignorance, inaction and lethargy. Tamas will not protect Dharma and it most certainly will not protect our next generations from conversions.
2. Encouraging our children to know:

· Jesus, his connections with the Gospel,

· That Zeus-Krishna the accepted name of God in 4th century A.D. had nothing to do with anyone living in the middle east

· That Constantine who mandated Christianity as a state religion was not a contemporary of Jesus

· That there were no tape recorders or other forms of historical documents testifying to what Jesus said and what he did not say.
· That the scholars who quote Jesus saying, “this” or “that” were not the contemporaries of Jesus.

Students may be directed to read Encyclopedia of Catholic religion. There are good articles and simple books which can serve the purpose.
 

3. Linking of the dots:
· Creation of a religion

· What happened to the old versions of the Bible?

· The role of Constantine- sects- meetings- Creating one God

· Naming him

· Assigning him a date

And it happened in 4th century A.D.!! Constantine the king of western parts of Europe ruled during the 4th century A.D. At that time, there were several different sects each with its own version and name of a God. There was continual bickering between these sects. Some of the names given to God were Mithira (Mitra- Sun), Indra, Krishna, Shiva, Soma, and Zeus. The King called a council of these sects and asked them to agree on one name. After several days of deliberation the council agreed on two names Mithira and Krishna. The King combined the two names and created God named Zeus Krishna. Christianity was born; it was decreed that a new testament should be written and the existing versions to be burned down. The King also chose Krishan maas (December- the darkest month in the Northern Hemisphere) as the date of birth for this new God. The Council agreed to allow the King to conquer new lands and allow them to spread this religion. The New Testament was changed several times. About three hundred years back, the date of birth of Zeus Krishna- by then Jesus Christ was fixed on the winter solstice which at that time fell on Dec. 25th.
4. Learning about myths in other religions

· Ask the followers of other traditions the following questions; it is to put them on the defensive- not out of malice but out of intellectual curiosity

· Adam and Eve, creation in 4004 B.C. Resurrection? Are these ideas scientific? Do they tally with the empirical data about the origin of life and civilizations? What is the archaeological proof of this? What is the literary proof of this?
· Where is science?

· Where is spirituality?
· Where is heaven?

Let us learn to distinguish between nonsense and commonsense, between revelations/ dreams and empirical data.
This earth is heaven. Since there is no life on any other planet in our solar system, those planets perhaps are hell. Ensuring harmonious living on our own planet is equivalent to living in heaven. 

5. Creating timeline of major historical events to establish antiquity of Hindu Dharma

· Show the absence of Eurasia in the development of sophisticated civilizations such as Indus-Sarasvati and the Vedic civilizations prior to 5000 B.C. Most of Eurasia was under retreating ice age.
· American continents did not exist for the Eurasians
· The Earth was flat and the blood was like trapped stagnant water in the narrow lanes

· Bring out the highlight of Indian civilization

· Highlight the sublimity of Indian culture

Only accurate information can fight with false propaganda
6. Learning from the Primary sources

· Read your own primary source- Explaining Hindu Dharma, Bhagvad Gita

· Read Catholic Encyclopedia, 
· Study articles by noted philosophers such as Bertrand Russell- ‘Why I am not a Christian’

· Read Suras and hadiths of Kuran 

· Make a list of the underpinnings of their ideology and the undemocratic points which tend to create conflict.
7. Valuing your Freedom- how do we sustain it?
· Through introspection, self realization and by focusing on our own karma and its consequences.

· Hindus do not commit aggression against those who are engaged in bad karmas and do not intrude in the privacy of people’s beliefs. The law of causation takes care of other people’s karmas. However, righteous path for any individual includes the protection of the week and the oppressed.

Many times the questions arise, is killing Adharmic people an act of Adharma? Is taking political action against those who threaten the security and sovereignty of a nation an act of Adharma? Bhagvad Gita amply proves it is not. One has to distinguish between killing out of animosity and killing for Dharma. If the latter is precluded from the social parameters, there is no possibility of a harmonious living. The fact that Hindu Dharma has no central authority has ensured the absence of theocratic governments and oligarchies in the Indian subcontinent. In Hindu Dharma, “There is no central authority, no single leader of the faith. No one can pass an order to excommunicate you, or like in some countries, pass a decree that orders your death by stoning for walking with a strange man.
We don't appreciate our freedom because we can't feel the plight of others who aren't free. Many religions have a central authority with awesome power over the individual. They have a clear chain of command, from the lowliest local priest to the highest central leader. Hinduism somehow escaped from such central authority, and the Hindu has miraculously managed to hold on to his freedom through the ages. How did this happen?”


Enemies of Dharma are enemies of scientific thinking and these enemies obstruct freedom of an enquiring mind
Keeping in mind the enemies of Hindu Dharma, their enormous resources and centuries of experience they have had in overt and covert decimation of Indigenous cultures, there need to be clear-cut vision and direction that Hindus must follow and answer some of the pertinent questions on which the future of Hindu Dharma depends. Some of these questions are:
Do we need a positive Hindu identity and pride for Hindu heritage?

Do we need Hindu unity forum?

Do we need an apex body- a hierarchical body which can fight for us, define the purpose of Hindu dharma and awareness about it? Can it represent us in interfaith dialogues? Can it fight the onslaught of misleading propaganda which is corrupting the mind of our youth!
In the end with all these new educational initiatives, we may be able to secure space both physical and inside us to create our inner peace- liberation from anguish and Maya. This state is what the sages refer to as jivonmukti.
In the last 100 years, new international boundaries have been drawn, many communities artificially divided, nations fragmented and societies fractured. The seething rage, the constantly erupting civil wars and neocolonial wars and intrusions in the internal affairs of sovereign nations have created so much animosity that the possibility of harmonious existence is not even a distant rainbow. The day dawns with the disturbing news from near and far. Any amount of meditation and tranquility is gone within minutes. This is a dimension which has raised its dragon head since the thirties of the last century. What does it mean for the Hindus?
Can we ensure tranquil state of mind and project the same in the diverse society at large and build harmonious global environment? We can only do this by creating a context of geopolitical realities and the schemes of organized religions. If we study critically where other religions are heading and what is their inherent thrust affecting our very survival, we may then be able to develop new initiatives. This wise saying should be the motivating factor, "If you don't like change, you're going to like irrelevance even less." Our current approach is not cohesive, hence irrelevant.
 If the task seems enormous and we prefer inertia that means Hindus will be museum pieces in Kaliyuga which has just begun and the turn for the better is far far away!!

That “Rashtra” is not “Rajya”. “Rashtra” supersedes “Rajya” – not today, not yesterday – but
always, and “Bhoomi” trumps “Kshetra” – always

Oregon Parents Found Guilty of Neglecting Ill SonWilliam McCallAOL News

An Oregon couple- Jeff and Marci Beagley were convicted of criminally negligent homicide on Tuesday after prosecutors argued they failed in their duty to get medical help for their son, Neil, in June 2008.
 who practice faith healing testified they did everything they could for their 16-year-old son before he died, but a jury decided it was not enough, especially just months after the death of their granddaughter
OREGON CITY, Ore. (Feb. 3) --Followers of Christ avoid doctors in favor of faith healing.

<http://www.himalayanacademy.com/>  


Military Pride <http://www.jnanadana.com/DailyTirukurals/78.html> 

Dare you not, my enemies, to stand against my monarch! 

Many who did now stand as stone monuments.


It is more gratifying to carry a lance that missed an elephant 


than to hold an arrow that hit a thicket-dwelling rabbit.


Intrepid courage is what they call valor, 


and clemency toward the defeated is its sharp edge.


Having hurled his spear at a battlefield elephant, 


the hero found another piercing his side and grasped it with glee.


Is it not a disgraceful defeat to the courageous warrior 


if his defiant eyes so much as blink when a lance is hurled at him?


When recounting his days, the heroic soldier regards all those 


on which no battle scars were sustained as squandered.


To fasten the warrior's anklet on one who desires glory 


more than life is to decorate heroism with distinction.


Men of courage who do not fear for their lives in battle do not 


forfeit soldierly ardor, even if the king prohibits their fighting.


Who would dare deride as defeated 


men who die fulfilling valor's vow?


Heroic death that fills the sovereign's eyes with tears 


worth begging for and then dying for.

Quran ( 009 .005 Repentance ) says :“..Then when the sacred months have passed, slay idolators wherever you find them.”
 

This means Quran orders Muslims to kill Hindus. In fact Quran orders Muslims to fight all non Muslims till they are converted to Islam or killed .This explains Islamic Jehad or Global Terrorism . Muslims require no particular reason to kill or destroy non Muslim societies!

 

 

So my first Question is :
 
Does not Quran criminally interfere into the lives of non Muslims? Should it not be banned ? Or should not some offending verses be deleted?
 
If suppose a Hindu Swami writes a book exhorting Hindus to kill Muslims wherever they are because God has told him that it is sacred duty of Hindus to kill demoniac believers in Islam who are unclean ,is it acceptable to Muslims? Is it acceptable to the government? Will not such a book be banned and author will be arrested?

 

Then please enlighten me why Quran should not be banned which orders Muslims to kill innocent people  because they happen to be non Muslims!

 

You know that Islam and Christianity are converting religions with huge foreign resources at their command .Wherever they are in majority that place becomes a trouble spot .All Islamic and Christian countries are historic examples of destroyed cultures .Kashmir and Northeastern states are current examples .Thus conversion by force and inducements is also a form of terrorism .Islam and Christianity are political forces devoid of  spirituality because both of them believe in persecutions and forcible conversions .They both claim heaven for their followers and declare others will go to eternal hell. Islamic laws of Talaq and taking four wives are designed to increase Muslim population of a place at a fast rate.

 

Never forget this Islamic command:
 
Islam commands Muslims to behave nicely wherever they are weak . (Dar-ul-Harb ). It commands them to remain isolated without making any non Muslim friends. But when they become majority(Dar-ul-Islam) it advises Muslims to slaughter idolators (Hindus) mercilessly. Ghazi is the title given to a Muslim when he kills a lakh of Hindus.

 

 

My second Question is:
 
Q.2. Suppose on some future date if armed Muslims come to you and threaten: “Hey! Pig ! Convert yourself to Islam immediately! If you don’t, we shall cut you into pieces!”
 

What would be your reaction?
 
1. Will you meekly submit and convert to Islam?
2. Will you prefer to embrace death and go to heaven of braves?
Or
3.Will you from this day onwards strive to make yourself and fellow Hindus into brave warriors seeing whom no Muslim would dare to convert but would willingly return to his old Hinduism leaving cruel Islam?
 

The question may seem hypothetical. But seeing what is happening in Pakistan, Bangladesh and Kashmir the situation may become a reality if Hindus continue to ignore the danger of Islamic Jehad or Global Terrorism. It is obvious that terrorism of Islam is not by misguided Muslims. It is spread by educated Muslims as per interpretation of Quran by Maulavis  with the silent support of majority of Muslims.

 

During the early period of Islam, majority of Arabs, Persians and Afghans chose the first option of conversion out of fear. Some Parsees took shelter in India and Hindus saved them from sure extinction . Quite a few of them who refused to convert chose the second option of death and entered the heaven of Braves. For them third option of defeating the Muslims was closed due to lack of time to organize themselves into brave armed warriors. They failed to anticipate and match the deceit and cruelty of satanic Islam-which means anything but peace.
.

Please reply early. Please correct me if I have written anything wrong.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. P. M. Prabhu

 

Note: My dear Hindu brother , 
 
1 .Ask these questions to fellow Hindus to find out how cowardly we are and how we hide our cowardice behnd the façade of large – heartedness. Our religious leaders have wiped out Kshatratej or fighting spirit of Hindus .Hinduism has become a clapping and weeping religion based on individual salvation neglecting protection of  Hindu society .
 
Everybody nowadays talks about Geeta not knowing its essence or eligibility. Geeta was told by Lord Krishna to Arjuna on the battle field of Kurukshetra . Both were great  warriors knowing the use of every weapon .Lord Krishna did not tell Geeta to his Brahmin friend Sudama. So when government of the day is not capable of  protecting the interests of the Hindu society it is the duty of Hindu citizens to learn handling of modern weapons and protect our society and culture .When Hindus are armed they are eligible to read Geeta
 
 
Simply stated, Lord Krishna told Geeta to Arjun to fight wicked but powerful persons Lord Krishna’s eternal ,command to Hindus is :”Always remember me and fight injustice(ADHARMA)”. ( Mamanusmar yudhya cha.) . Sacrificing oneself for the nation and the religion is of highest merit. Hence large number of Hindus should be indoctrinated to become martyrs and trained in handling arms in a professional way. I think we have talked enough.  Now is the time for destroying the enemies of Hindus.
 
 
2. It has become a habit of media, NGOs, short sighted politicians and anti national communists to cite demolition of Babari Mosque and post Godhra Gujarat riots to “Justify Islamic Terror” in India.
 
World   wide terror acts of Muslims show that Islam needs no reason to kill innocent non-Muslims . ”Islamic terror rests on a solid foundation of Quran and Prophet Muhammad. Giving this or that reason for heinous acts of terrorism and destruction is an integral part of deceit practiced by Islam throughout History.
 
Actions of killing of innocents and destruction of temples which Islam glorifies as meritorious are acts for which prisons of hell must have been full of Muslims. No God who is all merciful can issue such heinous commands. It seems Quran, Prophet and Allah are 3 arms of Satan.
 
Least expected from Muslims of India is an unconditional apology to Hindus for millions of sinful acts of killing , raping and destruction which their ancestors committed on Indian soil in the past. They continue in their antinational activities of conversion with force and inducements, terrorism, insulting national song, refusing for uniform civil laws etc.
 
A better option for Indian-Muslims who are forced by deceit into Islam- is to reconvert into Hinduism which is the only universal religion.
� Bhagvad Gita, Ch. 7, verse 4 


� Five vikaaras are lust, anger, greed, attachment and ego and an obsession with any of these negatively impacts our mind and the process of self realization. Check BG, Ch. 2 on Sankhya Yoga especially, the verses 62-63 


� It was a sample study, the random sample was very small (thirty girls and boys between the age of 18 and 28)  but included Hindu youngsters from six different states- Utter Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Punjab, Delhi, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.


� Sanyam- self control and austerity


� Mariyada- rectitude or ethical basis of social behavior


� BG ch. 6, verses 34 (Arjun’s question), verse 35 (Krishna’s answer)


� Yajur Veda and also in Manu Smriti


� Shaykh al-Akbar Ibn al-Arabi, "Fusus al-Hikam"








� Yajurveda 34.5


� It may be noted that in many of the verses in Ishopanishad, the Supreme Being is addressed as It- neither male nor female! Seeing the Absolute, Infinite Energy the creator of us and all other creations as male, female and neutral gender is the unique vision of Hindus!  





� BG ch.14, verse 15


� Negative forces in the Vedic hymns compared to a serpent (Vrittra) who coils the mind and cloud the judgment (vivekah)


� Also check, BG, ch. 3, verse 38, ch. 4, verse 24 and ch. 6, verse 6


� A poem about Hatred and slander of Hindu Dharma by Dr. P. E. S. Kartha


Link for the full poem: � HYPERLINK "http://www.haindavakeralam.org/HKProcess.aspx?MODULE=HA&RID=38" �http://www.haindavakeralam.org/HKProcess.aspx?MODULE=HA&RID=38�


� Suggested readings :article, ‘The Forged Origins of The New Testament’ by Tony Bushby © March 2007


Catholic Encyclopedia, Farley edition, vol 3-5


 


� Source: article by Mani Shankar, ‘ Hinduism is responsible for sustaining democracy in India’, The Deccan Chronicle- August 16, 2009�
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